ABSTRACT. In this study we present a redescription of Scytodes championi, S. romitii and S. guttipes. Seven species are newly described: S. panamensis from Panama; S. vaurieorum and S. chiquimula from Guatemala; S. cogu and S. armata from Costa Rica; S. tegucigalpa and S. zamorano from Honduras. Four of these were described as variations of S. championi in a recent revision of the species of Central America. New records are presented for S. championi, S. romitii, S. guttipes, S. gertschi and S. cubensis.
The genus Scytodes Latreille 1804 has been intensively studied in the Neotropical region during the last two decades (Brignoli 1976; Alayón 1977 Alayón , 1985 Alayón , 1992 Valerio 1981; Brescovit & Höfer 1999; . The genus has a worldwide distribution with several synanthropic species . To date, at least 42 species in the Neotropical region are considered valid.
During a preliminary study of the Brazilian Scytodes, we observed that Scytodes romitii, described by Caporiacco (1947) from Guyana, was very common in the north and northeast of the country. This species, herein redescribed, is very similar to S. championi F.O.P.-Cambridge 1899, previously known from Central America, differing only slightly in the morphology of the male and female genitalia. The similarity between these species was so accentuated that it became necessary to reconsider earlier records, for the State of Amazonas, of S. cf. championi (see Höfer 1990 ) and S. championi (see Brescovit & Höfer 1999) .
Scytodes championi was originally described by F.O.P.-Cambridge (1899) for Chiriqui, Panama, and more recently redescribed by Valerio (1981) . Valerio presented a series of variations for S. championi together with a revision of the Central American scytodid species. He also examined specimens identified as S. guttipes Simon 1893 , by Banks (1929 and considered them identical to S. championi. Nevertheless, he kept the name championi for the Central American forms due to the lack of type examination and general revisions. Nentwig (1993) followed Valerio's identifications and considered Banks's specimens as misidentifications.
Based on Valerio's paper and on the study of material from Central and north of South America we concluded that the S. championi sensu Valerio is, in fact, a group of four different species, based on morphological differences of male and female genitalia as well as carapace basic coloration pattern. Although Brignoli (1976, figs. 20-25) argues that S. thoracica (Latreille 1802) and S. strandi Spassky 1941 present a high degree of genitalic variation we do not consider this applicable to S. championi sensu Valerio (1981, figs. 16-18 ) since we observed a very constant pattern of genitalic morphology in all Central American species of what we could call the ''championi'' group.
In addition, we found that S. championi occurs in the Brazilian states of Amazonas, Roraima and Pará and is sympatric with S. romitii at least in the state of Amazonas. A redescription of S. guttipes is presented, confirming it as a valid species. Seven new Scytodes species are described for Central America and new records and illustrations are presented for Scytodes gertschi Valerio 1981 and for the male of S. cubensis Alayón 1977 . Diagnosis.-The males of S. championi resemble those of S. romitii and S. panamensis by the dorsal groove on the distal area of the palpal bulb, but differ by the strong median narrowing of the bulb and greater depth of the dorsal groove (Figs. 1, 2, 14) . The female differs from females of the other species by the widely separated and almost transversally oriented positioning ridges (Fig. 16 ) and anterior pair of subtriangular seminal receptacles separated from the smaller posterior pair (Fig.  17) .
Male. (MCTP 1828).-Carapace yellow with double U-shaped dark brown pattern and a pair of internal parallel light brown stripes (Fig. 13 ). Pedipalps yellow with longitudinal dorsal brown stripe. Labium and endites yellow with brownish margins. Sternum yellow with brown margins at base of legs and extending towards center along slight grooves. Legs yellow with three longitudinal brown stripes along ventral face of femora and longitudinal stains along tibiae and metatarsi. Abdomen cream colored with dorsal scattered black spots and pair of transversal posterior black bands (Fig. 13) (Fig. 16 ). Internal genitalia with two pairs of seminal receptacles, the smaller ones globose (Fig. 17) Diagnosis.-The males of S. romitii differ from the other species, here included, by the retrolateral medially-positioned ventral serrated sclerotized membrane (Figs. 4, 5, SM) and by slightly-narrowed median region in the male palpal bulb (Figs. 3, 4, 19, 20) . The females differ by the bulb-like shape of the anterior pair of seminal receptacles very close to the posterior pair (Fig. 22) . (Fig. 6 ). Cymbium presenting single distal slender spine (Fig. 19 ). Bulb 0.70 long. Distal area ventrally with anterior serrated membrane followed by small triangular pocket (P; Figs. 4, 5, 20 (Fig. 21) . Internal genitalia with two pairs of seminal receptacles with short ducts. Central pair with strongly sclerotized ring at base (Fig. 22 ). Abdomen 2.88 long, 1.75 wide, as in male.
Variation.-Carapace pattern varies greatly as shown in Fig. 18 , 23-25. Males: Total length 3.50-4.88; carapace 1.63-2.38; femur I 5.63-11.38; bulb 0.38-0.64 (n ϭ 10). Females: Total length 3.50-6.00; carapace 1.50-3.63; femur I 4.13-7.00 (n ϭ 15). Genitalic morphology constant.
Distribution.-North and northeastern Brazil. Etymology.-The specific name refers to the type locality.
Diagnosis.-The males of S. panamensis differ from the other species, here included, by the dorsal rectangular hump on the male palpal bulb (Figs. 8, 27 ). The female differs from the other species by the transversal pair of oval seminal receptacles (Fig. 30) .
Male.-(Portobelo, Canal Zone, Panama). Carapace yellow with U-shaped dark brown pattern as shown in Fig. 26 . Pedipalps yellow with brown longitudinal dorsal stripe and one or two scattered brown stains. Labium and endites yellow. Sternum cream colored with brown margins at base of legs and along slight grooves that extend towards center. Legs yellow with pair of brown longitudinal ventral stripes along femur and single brown longitudinal dorsal stripe along tibia and metatarsus. Abdomen grayish with two or three posterior longitudinal black stripes and few anterior scattered black stains (Fig. 30) . Total length 4.50. Carapace slightly domed, 2.25 long, 1.88 wide. Eye diameters: PME 0.14, ALE 0.14, PLE 0.14. Lateral eyes and chelicerae as in S. championi. (Fig. 27) . Bulb 0.56 long, distal area with ventral spoon-shaped, slightly sclerotized pocket (P, Fig. 27 ). Abdomen 2.25 long, 1.38 wide, rounded, covered with slender hairs.
Female.-(Portobelo, Canal Zone, Panama). Coloration as in male. Total length 4.75. Carapace slightly domed, 2.38 long, 2.00 wide. Eye diameters: PME 0.14, ALE 0.14, (Fig. 29) . Internal genitalia presenting posterior pair of seminal receptacles with long ducts (Fig. 30) Diagnosis.-Scytodes guttipes differs from the other species by the presence of a developed dorsal membrane in the distal area of the male palpal bulb (Figs. 32-33 ) and by the slightly sclerotized projection between the female seminal receptacles (Fig. 35) .
Male.-(Lectotype). Carapace yellow with dark pattern as shown in Fig. 31 (Fig. 32) . Bulb 0.54 long, medially narrowed (Fig. 33 ). Distal area with median ventral lance-shaped pocket (P; Fig. 32 Types.-Male holotype, 5& and 5 immature paratypes from San José, San José Province, Costa Rica, E. Schmidt, deposited in AMNH; and 2& paratypes, with the same data, deposited in IBSP 24026.
Etymology.-Short for ''cogumelo.'' Brazilian word for mushroom, due to the shape of one pair of seminal receptacles.
Diagnosis.-The male of Scytodes cogu resembles S. vaurieorum by the pronounced groove with lateral projections in the apex of the distal area of the male palpal bulb (Figs. 37, 50) but differs by the presence of short and narrowed median ventral projection and absence of slightly sclerotized membrane (Fig. 38) . The females differ from the other species by the presence of a pair of anterior mushroom-like seminal receptacles and a pair of posterior curved truncated ones (Fig. 40) .
Male.-(Holotype). Carapace light brown with brown pattern as shown on Fig. 36 ipalps yellow with dorsal longitudinal stripe. Labium and endites yellow. Sternum yellow with brown margins at base of legs and along slight grooves extending towards center. Legs yellow with scattered longitudinal stains. Abdomen grayish with black pattern of transversal stripes with few scattered black spots between them and lateral black stains (Fig. 36) . Total length 4.25. Carapace 2.00 long, 1.63 wide. Eye diameters: PME 0.14, ALE 0.14, PLE 0.14. Lateral eyes and chelicerae as in S. championi. Labium 0.18 long, 0.28 (Fig. 37) . Bulb 0.54 long, distal area with dorsal, sclerotized membrane (Fig. 37) Variation.-Females: Total length 4.25-5.00; carapace 2.13-2.75; femur I 2.13-2.75 (n ϭ 7).
Distribution.-Costa Rica. Etymology.-The specific name is a patronym in honor of the collectors of the types.
Diagnosis.-Scytodes vaurieorum differs from S. cogu by the presence of a slightly sclerotized membrane located all around the distal area and by a finger-like dorsal projection (Fig. 43) . The female differs from the other species by the presence of a sinuous positioning ridge (Fig. 44) and by a pair of small seminal receptacles with long ducts (Fig. 45) .
Male. (Holotype).-Carapace light brown with brown pattern as shown on Fig. 41 . Pedipalps light brown with few ventral spots. Labium and endites yellow with brownish margins. Sternum yellow with brown margins at base of legs and along slight groves extending towards center. Legs yellowish with many ventral scattered black spots, except on tarsi. Abdomen grayish. Total length 4.13. Carapace slightly domed, 2.13 long, 1.88 wide. Eye diameters: PME 0.12, ALE 0.10, PLE 0.12. Lateral eyes and chelicerae as in S. championi. Labium 0.14 long, 0.24 wide. Sternum 1.18 long, 0.88 wide. Leg measurements: I -femur 2.63/ patella 0.50/ tibia 3.13/ metatarsus 3.75/ tarsus 0.63/ total 10.64/ II -2.13/ 0.50/ 2.13/ 2.38/ 0.63/ 5.88/ III -1.50/ 0.50/ 1.25/ 1.50/ 0.50/ 5.25/ IV -2.13/ 0.50/ 2.13/ 2.13/ 0.63/ 7.52. Palpal femur as in S. championi. Cymbium with single apical slender spine (Fig.  42) . Bulb 0.52 long, strongly curved inwards with distal area presenting prolateral concavity (Fig. 42) . Abdomen 2.00 long, 1.75 wide, rounded, covered with slender hairs. (Fig.44) . Internal genitalia with pair of seminal receptacles on each side. Larger globose pair covering ducts of smaller pair and with lateral sclerotized area (Fig. 45) . Abdomen 2.50 long, 2.25 wide, as in male.
Distribution.-Known only from the type locality. Etymology.-The specific name is a noun in apposition taken from the type locality.
Diagnosis.-The male of S. tegucigalpa resembles S. chiquimula by the presence of an apical projection on the bulb (Figs. 50, 51 ) but differs by the presence of bifid distal area and dorsal groove (Figs. 10, 47, 48 (Fig. 47) . Bulb 0.56 long, distal area with slightly sclerotized dorsal membrane (Figs. 10, 47 ) and a short ventral triangular projection (Fig. 48) Etymology.-The specific name is a noun in apposition taken from the type locality.
Diagnosis.-The male of S. chiquimula differs from S. tegucigalpa by the presence of a retrolateral curved lamina apically projected (Fig. 51) and by a distal triangular laminar projection (Fig. 50) on the distal area of palpal bulb. The female resembles S. cogu by a pair of anterior mushroom-like seminal receptacles but differs by the short ducts and the elliptical posterior pair (Fig. 53) Etymology.-The specific name is a noun in apposition taken from the type locality.
Diagnosis.-The female of S. zamorano differs from the other species herein included by the sac-like positioning ridge (Figs. 55,  56) .
Male.-Unknown. Female (paratype).-Carapace yellow with brown pattern (Fig. 54 ). Pedipalps yellow with longitudinal brown stains. Labium and endites yellow. Sternum yellow with brown margins at base of legs extending towards center along slight grooves. Legs yellow with pair of brown longitudinal stripes along ventral face of femora and few scattered longitudinal stains along tibiae. Abdomen uniformly gray. Total length 5.25. Carapace slightly domed, 2.75 long, 2.00 wide. Eye diameters: PME 0.14, ALE 0.14, PLE 0.14. (Fig. 55) . Internal genitalia with pair of anterior globose seminal receptacles and pair of posterior oval seminal receptacles with slender, strongly curved ducts (Fig. 56) . Abdomen 2.50 long, 2.13 wide, rounded, covered with slender hairs.
Variation.-Females: Total length 5.00-5.25; carapace 2.50-2.75; femur I 2.88-3.13 (n ϭ 2).
Distribution.-Known only for the type locality.
Material examined.-Only the types.
Scytodes armata new species (Figs. 11, 12, (57) (58) (59) (60) (61) Etymology.-The specific name refers to the strong ventral spines along male legs I and II.
Diagnosis.-The males of Scytodes armata resemble those of S. univittata Simon 1882 (see fig. 16 ) by the double row of spines along ventral face of the femur I but differ by a double row of spines also along femur II (Fig. 12) . It differs from the other species, as well as S. univittata by the presence of a tubular retrolateral projection on the distal area of the male palpal bulb (Fig. 58) . The females resemble those of S. gertschi by the pair of anterior, rounded, mushroom-like seminal receptacles but differ by straight posterior area of epigynal plate (Fig. 60) and rounded shape of anterior pair of seminal receptacles (Fig. 61) .
Male (holotype).-Carapace yellow with brown pattern (Fig. 57) Diagnosis.-The male of S. gertschi differs from the other species by the presence of a dorsal-ventrally elongated bulb (Fig. 64) and a dorsal triangular projection on the distal area of the male palpal bulb (Fig. 63) . The female differs from the other species by the invaginated epigynal plate (Fig. 65) and subrectan-
